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Master Urban Design and Landscape Plan - Executive Summary

PMUDLP

The urban design framework is based on the urban design principles and concepts to deliver a
permeable and flexible urban layout, an accessible urban structure via a network of access routes
interlinked with landscape routes and a varied and diversified mix of land uses. The urban design for
the Loop has given due consideration to ecological sensitivity and context of its neighbouring areas.
The future development of the Loop should be responsive to the development needs, in terms of
development mix and delivery.  Environmentally-friendly modes of transport and
environmentally-conscious features are encouraged so as to reinforce the guiding principle of
developing the Loop as a low carbon economy. The PMUDLP can be found in Figure 2.

The building height profile is derived in response to the urban context on SZ side and the rural
character on HK side, as well as the ecological concern to preserve the birds’ flight line. To create a
diverse and interesting skyline for the Loop, low-rise developments ranging from 7 to 8 storeys are
proposed along the edge facing the SZ River. The building heights increase towards the centre to a
maximum of 15 storeys and progressively reduce to 3 storeys towards the south, whilst the building
heights are gradually reduced to 7 to 8 storeys towards the east and west and increase to a maximum
of 12 and 15 storeys at the two ends. The photomontage showing the building height profile can be
found in Figure 4.

The proposed landscape framework is an integral part of the overall development and blends
seamlessly with the built environment. It makes reference to the context of the adjacent rural landscape
and adopts the ’embracing hands’ concept with the urban form extending from the northwest feeding
into the more naturalistic landscape environment to the southeast. In order to achieve the landscape
objectives for the Loop, the landscape and open space framework adopts a hierarchy of Primary,
Secondary and Tertiary Open Spaces together with their associated landscape components. The
supporting drawings are shown in Figures 5to 7.

Land Use Proposals Alongside Connection Roads in Area B

Area B is mainly intended for the provision of connection roads to serve the development of the Loop.
Having examined the existing and planned land uses in Area B and the surrounding areas, it is
considered that there is scope to strengthen the synergy between the land uses of the Loop and its
surroundings. KTN NDA has potential to provide some ancillary facilities that could complement the
function of the LMC Loop and such development opportunities are being studied under the NENT NDA
Study.

Fish ponds adjoining the Eastern Connection Road are of high ecological significance. They will pose
challenges to other developments of this area. With regard to the western part of Area B, particularly
along LMC Road, gradual changes are observed near the use of the San Tin Public Transport
Interchange as the terminus of the LMC-Huanggang Shuttle Bus and other land uses. Gradual organic
evolution in land uses and activities are taking place and some form of rural commercial activities of
compatible scale could possibly evolve to serve the development of the Loop. Rural economic activities
such as restaurants, cafes, pub/bars, retail shops, convenience stores, commercial, supermarket,
guesthouse and holiday camp etc. are considered complementary to the development of the Loop.
However, since most of these areas are privately owned, developments within these areas will mainly
rely on private sector initiatives.  As the existing developments in most of these areas are low-rise and
low density in nature, the development parameters should echo and be compatible with the nearby
village type developments and rural characteristics. A maximum plot ratio of 0.4 and a maximum
building height of 3 storeys could serve as a reference.
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Way Forward

The PODP formulated at this stage would serve as the initial development framework for the Loop
development. In order to assess the feasibility of the PODP and the basic infrastructure to the
developments, a broad assessment of cost, technical, environmental and air ventilation will be
undertaken as an upcoming task and will be presented in Technical Report No. 3.
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